
Abstract

Historical records are fundamental for understanding climate variability and change, extremes of
floods and droughts and the management of water resources, yet rainfall observations typically
span 100 – 150 years at most, with considerable uncertainties surrounding earlier records. Over
recent years Conor has been working to develop multi-centennial rainfall records for Ireland and
assess confidence in early observations. In this seminar, Conor will detail work he has undertaken
on the development and reconstruction of rainfall records across the British and Irish Isles and the
assessment of historical drought from these. Attention will be given to how IRC funded work with
colleagues in UCD Geography, is using documentary sources to help verify quantitative records and
shed light on a forgotten mega-drought in the 18th Century. The value of these long rainfall records
for understanding existing and future vulnerabilities in the water sector will be explored and
insights/opportunities from ongoing work highlighted.

Biography

Conor is a Senior Lecturer at the Irish Climate Analysis and Research UnitS (ICARUS) and the
Department of Geography at Maynooth University. His research interests include historical
climatology, hydroclimatology and adaptation to climate change. Conor has consistently published
in top ranking journals including Science, Nature and Nature Climate Change. Since its inception in
2008 he has been director of the MSc Climate Change at Maynooth University, recently awarded
Grad Ireland postgraduate science course of the year 2019. He sits on the Adaptation Committee of
the Climate Change Advisory Council and the Royal Irish Academy committee on Climate and
Environmental Change. In 2018 he was awarded an early career researcher of the year prize by
Maynooth University for his work in historical climatology and was a 2015 recipient of a National
Teaching Expert Award. He currently works with a team of 10 Postdoctoral and PhD researchers on
projects funded by the IRC, SFI, EPA and H2020.

Looking back to see ahead: confidence and change in multi-

centennial rainfall records

Dr Conor Murphy – Irish Climate and Research Unit (ICARUS), 

Department of Geography, Maynooth University

Thursday 20th February 2020 at 1 pm – 2 pm

Location: Room E003 - Newman Building 


